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an accurate judgment of the original diction and or-
thography of these compositions, and are thus de-
prived of the most certain means of fixing their ge-
nuine date. Yet, notwithstanding these alterations,
many words and phrases of frequent occurrence in
Chaucer and earlier poets have kept their place. In
the present work the Harleian transcript, No. 2013,
is taken for the text, and the variations in the two
others of any importance are preserved in the margin.
Various proofs occur that the composers of religious
plays did not adhere very rigidly to the text of Scrip-
ture, but introduced both characters and incidents
calculated to relieve the solemnity of the plot, and
to amuse the fancies of a mixed, and, for the most
part, an unlettered audience. In the Deluge, the
quarrel between Noah and his wife forms a promi-
nent feature. It occurs also in the Coventry6 and
Townley 7, series of Mysteries, and is probably to be

6 The Coventry Mysteries have come down to us in a purer state
than those of Chester, and from their extreme curiosity,  Mr.
Sharp, of Coventry, has been induced to print, for distribution
amongst his antiquarian friends, a very limited number of " The
Pageant of the Company of Sheremen and Taylors,1' which com-
prizes the Annunciation, Nativity, and Murder of the Innocents.
To this he has subjoined the Songs that were introduced during
the performance, and specimens of other pageants represented at
different times in that City, when visited by Royalty.

7  Of the Townley Mysteries some account may not be unin-
teresting.    They are contained in a folio volume, fairly written
upon vellum.   The MS. was evidently transcribed in or about the
reign of Edward IV. but the diction and orthography bear traces of
a still earlier period.   Had an equally genuine copy of the Chester
Plays existed, a comparison between the two series of Mysteries,
in the mode of dramatizing the same subjects, might have been
satisfactorily instituted, and we should in that case have been
enabled to fix with precision the relative degree of antiquity which
they bear to each other.

There are some remarkable peculiarities in the versification of
the Townley Mysteries. It partakes in a greater or less degree of
the alliterative style, that favourite ornament of our older writers;
the Caesura also is studiously preserved, and though requisite to
divide the lines bto hemistichs, it often throws the sense into
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